L3329
LEGISLATIVE BILL 329
Approved by the Governor May 23, 1979
Introduced by Chambers, 11

AN ACT to amend sections 14-201, 14-204, 14-205, 14-206,
14-207, 14-209, and 14-216, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, relating to cities
of the nmetropolitan class; to provide for
district election of city council members; to
declare 1intent; to provide duties and
procedures; to provide for the election of the
mayor; to repeal the original sections, and
also sections 14-203, 14-217, and 14-222,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, as
amended by Legislative 3ill 80, Eighty-sixth
Legislature, First Session, 1979; and to
declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. The legislature finds ard _declares
that the election of the city council at large_in cities
of the_metropolitan class denies representation _to _some

socioeconomic seganents of the population. The
Legislature further fipds and declares that _fair and
adequate cepresentation of all areas and all

socioecononic_segments of the population of cities of the
metropolitan class _is__a _matter _of _gdgeneral statewide
concern, _the provisions of Anv__home rule charter
notvithstanding.

Sec. 2. That section 14-201, Reissue 3Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

14-201. In any city of the metropolitan class
there shall be elected at-iarge——the—-£foliowing-—-officers
and-none—others——Sevyan—-connctimen seven council members,
vhose terms of office shall, except as_ provided _in
section 4 _of this act, be three £four years, who shall
constitute the council of satd4 such city. The regular or
general election for the election of at% elective
officers of cities of the metropolitan class shall be
held on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in May
and every three two years thereafter. The term of office
of such eounetrimen council members shall commence on the

second Tuesday after such election.

Sec. 3. The election commissioner in_any county
in_which is situated a city of the metropolitan__class
shall divide the city into seven city council districts
of compact _and contiguous territory. Such__districts
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shall be numbered consecutively from one to seven. One
council member shall be elected from each such_district.

Sec. 4. At the general city election held in
1981 in a_city of the metropolitan _class, the council
members elected from the even-numbered districts shall_ be
elected for terms of two years _each, and the council
members from the odd-numbered districts shall be elected
for teras of four vears each. Thereafter their
successors_shall be elected for terms 2f four years each.

Sec. S. That section 14-204, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

14-204. (1) Candidates £for the office of
counctiman council member shall be nominated at-itarge by
district at a primary election, and no other names shall
be placed upon the official ballot to be used at the
regular or general city election except those selected at
such primary in the manner hereinafter oprovided. A
candidate for council member shall be a qualified elector
and a resident of *he district from which he or she seeks
election, and a resident in the city and district or _any
area annexed by the city for one vear. Notwvithstanding
any more general lawv respecting the time or manner of
holding primary elections, the primary election for such
nomination shall be held on the first Tuesday of April
preceding the date of the general or reqular city
election.

(2) Any person desiring to become a candidate for
eounetiman council member, as referred to in subsection
(1) of this section, shall at least thirty days prior to
the date of holding such primary file, with the officer
authorized to conduct the general «city election, a
statement of such candidacy, in substantially the
following form:

State of Nebraska

County of <ceccecaccccce )

T o tais anennnensnnssnssng Doing Tirst duly SSOER,
say that I reside at NO. ccceceavccecanccanns Street, in
gity councile Gistriet oo essassamasassissgese, A0 the
city of cemsssnscssncscacanay County of
v a RS s neTEs we s s ameay A0d "State of ¥ebhraska: -that I as {a
qualified voter of said city and_district; that I am a
candidate for the ofifice of esunetimam council member, to
be voted upon at the primary election to be held on the
Shisa e e s nes Soany aEvipridy 19.ace ; and I hereby
request that my name be printed upon the official primary
ballot for nominatiom by such primary election for said
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of fice.
(SLYBBA) s siaieon < wmas s nsnidbs ad

Subscribed and sworn to before me by the said
o 5 4 i i ATt Wl e o ey RS RSl S anaie day
Lo | o G Ry S SRR P S | I R

@s e eccemsensessanseeuoae

¥otary Public

Suech-persons-shati;-at-the-gage—tine;-—fitte~—with
such-stateneat-a-petition-signed-by-at-teast-one——hundred
quaiified-voters——ia—satd-—city-——and--pay—to--the——city
treasurer;-to-atd-ita-the-expense—of-hotding-satd-primary;
a-fiting-fee—of-ten-doiiars-and-obtain—-a-receipt—-fron-the
treasurer—therefor;-which-receipt-shati-be--presented--to
and-fited-with-satd-efficer;~anthorized-—Lo--conduect——the
gJenerat-city-etection;-before—£fiting-satd-petitions

t3r-2he-petition;-required-py-subsection——{2y--of
this-section;-shati—se-—-substantiatiy-—in——the--£ottovsing
forms

Zhe-undersigred;-duty-quatified-eltectors-——of-—+he
etty-of-ssssITsTITs—ITvsTsTssy-and-residing-at-the-places
set-oppostte-our-respective-——names--hereto-—attached;--do
hereby-—-request—--that--—the-—-nape———o0f-————sssrsssssss
TTITFTITTITITITTIIT-~be—placed-upon-the-officini-battot—as
a-eandidate—for-nomination-for-the-office-of--conncitnansy
at-the-prinary-eiection-to-pe-heitd-in-satd--ecity-—on-——the
TTITETIITTIT--day-of-Aprii;-i9srrr-—s-—He—further-cestify
that-ve-knov—hin-to-te-a—quaiified-elector—of-—satd--city
and-a-nan-of-qood-morai-character—and-wvetd-quaiified;-—ia
our—<4udgnent;-for-the-duties—of-satd-offices

Sec. 6. That section 14-205, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
folliovws:

14-205S. VNotwithstanding any aore general law
respecting primary elections in force in this state, the
official ballot to be prepared and used at such primary
shall be in substantially the following fora, inserting
in the blanks the name number of the city council
district, the name of the city, and the number of
eounctimen council members to be elected, and placing
siaply the names of all candidates upon the ticket,
without any pacty designation, circle, or mark
whatsoever: Candidate for VNomination for €sunetimen
Council dember from city Council Digteict
S REAS RS A g Ak v s of the City of
Ve sevnsansassesissdedeessenionsnens at the Primary
Blection
Vote for only seven one:

i
1
-
o
(=]



LB329

(Names of candidates)

In all other respects the gemneral character of the ballot
to be used shall be the same as authorized by the
Australian Ballot Law of the state. In printing, the
names shall not be arranged alphabetically but shall be
rotated according to the following plan: The form shall
be set up by the printer, with the names in the order in
which they are placed upon the sample ballot prepared by
the officer authorized to conduct the general city
election; and in printing the ballots for the various
election districts or precincts, the position of the
names shall be changed for each election district, and in
making the change of position the printer shall take the
line of type containing the name at the head of the fora
and place it at the bottom, shoving up the column so that
the name that was second before the change shall be the
first after the change. After receiving such ballot from
the election judges, endorsed by them as by lawv provided,
the voter shall mark and cast such ballot. Any voter who
shall declare that he will require assistance in voting,
shall be aided in the manner provided by general law.
The polls at such primary election shall open at 8:00
a.m. and close at 8:00 p.nm. In all respects such
primary election shall be held and conducted, and the
vote canvassed and the result declared, as by law
provided for holding other city primary elections, and
all officers charged with any duty respecting the
oroclaiming, holdiag, ard conducting of such general or
city election in any such city, shall perform such duties
for and at such orimary electioan.

Ssec. 7. That section 14-206, 3Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows: ?

14-206. The fourtees two candidates receiving
the highest number of votes in _each city council district
at such primary electionj;—er-aii-candidates—if--there--be
tess-than-fourteen-upon-the-primary-batiet; shall be the
candidates and the only candidates whose names shall be
placed upon the official ballot for ecoumeiimea council
members in such city council district at such regular or
general city electior in such city.

Sec. 8. That section 14-207, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amernded to read as
follows:

14-207. At the reqular or general city election
at which such candidates are to be elected, thke ballot
shall be prepared in substantially the same form and the
names rotated as hereinbefore provided for their
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nomination at the primary election, and tke sevea-persons
person receiving the highest number of votes in_ _each_ _of
the city council districts shall be the eosuneciinen
council member elected. In all other respects the
general laws 1ian force in such city, respecting the
holding and conducting and declaring the result of any
such reqular or general city election, shall apply so far
as the same are applicable and not inconsistent with ‘the
provisions of sections 14-201 to 14-229.

Sec. 9. That section 14-209, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

14-209. Any of-such—--counciimen council member
may be removed at any time from office by the qualified
2lectors of amy-such-ctty the city council district from
which he or she was _elected. The procedure to accomplish
the removal of any incumbent of such office shall be as
follows:

A petition signed by such electors equal in
number to at least thirty per cent of the highest vote
cast in__such district at the 1last preceding city
2lection, demanding aa election of a successor to the
person sought to be removed, and naming the candidate or
candidates for election to succeed him or her, shall be
filed with the etty--ecterit county clerk or election
commissioner, which petition shall contain a general
statement of the 4qgrounds upon which the removal |is
sought. Within tem days from the date of filing sach
petition, the et4y——-eierk cpunty clerk or election
commissioner shall examine it and from the voters'
register, tf-the-petition—se—-£fited-—itna——any-——city-—-wvhere
regiseration—iavs—are—in-Lforce;-or—itf-not;-thena—£rom—such
sottrce—as—2ay-——be-—avaittabie-—to--suech--cterk; ascertain
vhether or not satd 3uch petition is signed by the
requisite number of qualified electors. re—npndy-—-if
necessary;—-the-councit-shati-atiov-such-cterik—exera-—heip
for-that-purposer The eierie county clerk or election
commissioner shall attach to said petition his or__her
certificate showing the result of such examination, and
if the eterx*s county clerk's or election commissioner's
certificate to such petition shows that it is
insufficient in point of oaumbers signed, it wmay be
amended, within ten days from the date of such ecierkis
county clerk's or election_commissionecr's certificate, by
the filing of a supplemental petition signed and sworn to
as in tha case of the original petition. The eierik
county clerk or election commissioaer shall, within ten
days after such supbplemental petitiom is filed, =nake a
like examination of the supolemental petition and if the
certificate shall shov the supplemental petition together
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with the nriginal petition contains the requisite number
of signatures, the eterk county cleck or election
commissioner shall submit such original and supplemental
petitions together with his or her certificates, without
delay, to the council, and the council shall order and
fix, without delay, a date for holding an election, which
date shall not be less than thirty nor more than sixty
days from the date of the eierk?s county clerk's ocr
election commissioner's certificate to the council
showing the petition sufficient. Candidates other than
those mentioned in the recall petition hereia provided
for shall be nominated as provided in section 14-204. 7
excent-that-vhere-but-one-councilaan-is—to—be-voted-—upon
eniy-the The verson receiving the largest anumber of votes
of electors shall be deemed nominated and placed upom the
ballot. Where-two-counciinen-are-to-de-vyoted-upony——onity
sthe-tyo—-candidates-recetring-the-iargest-annber-of--votes
shaii-be-deened-nominsted—and-90—-oftz Such primary shall
be held upon the second Tuesday prior to the election.
The council shall make, or cause to be made, publication
of notice of the time of holdiang such election and all
arrangements for holdiag such election. The aethod and
manner of conducting the election and canvassing the vote
cast thereat and declaring the results thereof, shall be
the same in all respects as at the general or regular
city electioms in any such city, except that the ballot
used at such election shall be the paper ballot
authorized by the Australian Ballot Law, and the ticket
shall be printed in the same mamner as herein provided
for the holding of elections at the general city electiom
in such city and the names thereon so arranged, and aid
to voters restricted to the classes hereinbefore named.
The successor of any officer so removed shall hold office
during the unexvired term of his or her predecessor. Any
eouneiiman council member sought to be removed, may
become a candidate to succeed himself or _herself, and,
unless he or she requests otherwise in writing, the eterk
county clerk or_zlaction commissioner shall place his or
her name on the official ballot with the other nanes
nentioned in such petition. In any such removal
election, the candidate receiving the highest number of
votes shall be declared elected, and at such election if
some other person than the incumbent receives the highest
number of votes, the incumbent shall thereupon be deemed
removed from the office upon the qualification of his or
her successor. If the party who receives the highest
number of votes should fail to qualify and give bond, as
by law provided, within ten days after receiving notice
of his or_her election, the office shall te deemed vacant
and shall be filled by the remaining members of the
council as any other vacancy is filled in such office.
If the incumbent receives the highest number of votes
cast at such election, he shall continue in office. The
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foregoing method of removal shall be cumulative and
additional to the methods otherwise provided by law for
removing such officers.

Sec. 10. A city of the metropolitan class shall
elect a_mayor for such term as may be provided Lty the
lays_and ordinances of such city.

Sec. - 11. YVacdncies in the office -of mayor. or
council shall be filled as boprovided by local law.
Vacancies in the council shall be filled by appointmeat
from the _district in which the vacancy occurred.
Salaries of the mayor and members of the council shall be

determined by local law.

Sec. 12. That section 14-216, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

14-216. The regular neetings of the city council
shall be held once each week upon such day and hour as
the council may designate. Special meetings of the
council may be called from time to time by the mayor or
tvo eouneximen council members, giving notice in such
manner as nay be fixed or deterained by ordinance or
resolution. A majority of such council shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of any business, but it
shall require a majority vote of the whole council in any
such city to pass any measure or transact any business.
The vote of five members shall be required to override
any veto by the mayor.

Sec. 13. That original sections 14-201, 14-204,
14-205, 14-206, 14-207, 14-209, and 14-216, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and alsoc sections
14-203, 14-217, and 14-222, Beissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, as amended by Legislative 3ill 30,
Bighty-sixth Llegislature, First Session, 1979, are
repealed.

Sec. 14. Since an emergency exists, this act

shall be in full force and take effect, from and after
its passage and approval, according to lav.
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